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Awnings Provide
Continued Growth
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With new technology and advances
in architectural design, awnings are
providing a new source of revenue
for sign professionals. Today,

although awnings still provide protection from the elements, they are used to carry a
message. Typically they'll advertise the building name and/or communicate a name
brand to let visitors know what is inside the building.

The Business of Awnings

Often viewed as a minor segment of the sign industry, the awning segment provides
opportunities for the sign professional to meet a customer's needs on many levels.
Awning design and installation of yesteryear is now in need of repair and the
business of retrofitting and refurbishing is looking very bright. There are a lot of
awning designs out there that were made with aluminum frames. This makes the
recover business a little easier because the solid structure is still there."

Although many awnings were
installed with quality products at their
time of manufacture, variables like
age, weathering, and new
technologies have invigorated the
demand for rehabbing existing
awnings. Mike Tarak has found that
many of their customers are seeking
new styles with improved materials
for refurbishing their awnings.

"We are finding that one of the reasons for rebuilding is to change to newer materials.
We find that some customers prefer getting away from the grommet style and going
to the staple-end method of awnings," says Tarak. "The cost of production is much
less, so from a labor standpoint the customer is getting a top-notch product at a

bargain price."

http://oakhurst-marketing.com/oakhurst06/articles/awnings.html (1 of 3)9/19/2006 2:10:04 PM

In addition to simply recovering older
awning designs, many customers are
seeking to change the old style to a

new architectural design that reflects
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their business image as well as to
flow with the new building designs
and the city landscape. Obviously,
with all of the existing awnings come
opportunities for repairing,
refurbishing and redesigning awnings
and awning signs.

Keeping Up With Trends

A smart player in the awning installation business will learn about all the new
architectural styles, designs and innovations that exist today. He or she will seek and
find new and better products to offer their customers. "With all of the new inks,
printers and top coats that keep coming out, as well as the new creative digitally
printed designs, there are more opportunities for the sign professional in this
changing market," says Burnett. "We are seeing a huge response to the new high
performance composites because people want a new creative look, but with
increased performance."”

Along with the traditional backlit awnings, many awning companies are now offering
front-lit designs. Changing it up a bit is the key to being able to get in on the
increasing demand for sign awnings. Some municipalities are not as strict regarding
permitting for awnings and often only require that the designs keep in line with the
parameters of the city architecture.

Chris Reber is finding that more customers are leaning toward more creative
architectural designs than before. "The trend is more of a flip-flop effect. It used to be
that most of the business was with illuminated awnings and that is where the priority
was. Now, we are finding more customers desiring more architectural designs that
will set them apart.” With this knowledge, a company can get ahead of the game by
either hiring some creative designers or simply going out and finding cool designs
that might appeal to customers.

Mike Tarak agrees, "We've had success with our architectural designs. It is simply
just a matter of giving the customer what they want. Sometimes that requires
educating them and having examples of previous jobs to show them."

Getting on Board

For the sign professional new to the
awning business, getting started is
not as hard as you might think.
Businesses like Awning Partners
offer a turnkey solution.

"Once the sign professional has the
dimensions, they can just send us
the specs and we'll either provide
just the materials or provide the
materials and take care of the installation. We can act as a revenue center for them."

Burnett of Cooley suggests that you really do your homework before getting started.
"It takes some time and knowledge, but someone already in the sign profession can
offer sign awnings as part of their overall package, but they shouldn't underestimate
what is involved. Taking time to learn this end of the trade can produce some
attractive profits in the future."

To break into the sign awning business, make sure that you understand your market.
Some cities might not even allow new awnings, while others may have restrictions on
the design as well as the size of the lettering for the sign. Survey your own market to
determine where you can expand into the awning business.

Using the tools and
resources of the awning
manufacturers will help you
to learn about the industry
while establishing a
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relationship with reliable,
established companies.

While looking for new
avenues to diversify your
sales, don't overlook the sign
awning segment of the
industry. With a little homework and partnering with good supply companies, you
could be on your way to providing more variety for your customers.

web source:
http://www.signindustry.com/awnings/articles/2005-11-01-JD-AwningOpportunities.
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